The Affair Connected with the National Security Office Has also a Bright Side

In 2003 a disagreement erupted and culminated in Tomáš Kadlec leaving the post of Head of the National Security Office. Kadlec gave as the reasons for his departure “disputes with BIS (Security Information Service)” and when information about him being under secret surveillance leaked into the media, the sympathy was for the bugged victim. After three years the situation has changed. Then Stanislav Devátý had to apologise to Tomáš Kadlec for his critical, almost biting comments. Now, Kadlec has been asked to explain the origin of two million crowns coming from the group around the escaped Radovan Krejčíř. Suspicion also fell on Kadlec’s successor, Jan Mareš. The recordings obtained from phone-tapping by police captured his dialogue with one of the accused from Berka’s case. So when a few days ago it became public knowledge that the new Chairman of the Czech Telecommunication Office Dvořák had not acquired security clearance from the National Security Office, two possible reactions came to mind, both equally logical. 

The first one was of being appalled: how is it possible that a person in such a high position has not obtained screening from the NBÚ (National Security Office)?

The second reaction could be exactly the opposite: I see, so it could be a case of a really decent person wanting nothing to do with NBÚ. This is how low the prestige of the office, which should play a very important role in the security system of this country, has sunk.  

Did it have to be this way?

The first doubts about the functioning of NBÚ appeared four years ago. Then the NBÚ employee Jitka Šmídová very bravely came out stating that the then head of ČSSD deputies Petr Ibl and Assistant Police President Václav Jakubík should not get security clearance. They had ties to high-ranking officers of the former State Security and Jakubík himself received security clearance after lengthy proceedings – only after being repeatedly granted exceptions to the law. Kadlec survived this scandal – until May 2003, when he left and at same time there was another departure – namely of the chief of BIS (Security Information Service) Jiří Růžek. The general opinion then was that somewhere backstage something of a “war of cops” was taking place with ties to the highest places. At that time these were occupied by Vladimír Špidla, as the Prime Minister and Stanislav Gross in the chair of the Interior Minister.  Today it is clear that the phone-tapping was justified and BIS was just doing what it should have been doing. 

It was acting, but it did not complete its task; in the sense that nothing happened and the chance for a remedy appeared, only after the sore spot was opened by the incision of a different scalpel. So we keep asking if all this had to take place and why it has taken so long.

One thing is paradoxically satisfying: BIS is not as mighty as we fear. During that unbelievably long period of four years only a tiny fraction of information, which BIS probably has had at its disposal, was leaked to the public. Nothing has happened – the political elite did not respond to warnings and nothing found its way into the media. This second option must have been a great temptation and it is good that BIS did not succumb to it.  God’s mills were grinding and to some effect, the Police are acting and what they are doing is extremely unpleasant for the governing party. Fortunately, the ČSSD does not have a lever to stop the mill stones – and that is the best news which we could get. 

Nevertheless, it a poor reason for optimism. Regrettably, there are more reasons for a pessimistic outlook.   

What are the Prospects?

Current scandals are the consequences of two partial disclosures, that is to say the consequences of the Berdych and Krejčíř cases. The lines of the web can be traced as high as Parliament, governmental agencies and security forces. Not many people doubt that Berdych and Krejčíř are only the tip of the iceberg. How many like Berdych and Krejčíř are hidden under the surface? We can see beneath the waves a shadow of a monster born from crossing politics and organised crime, which is connected with business and the so-called business. The National Security Office is undoubtedly a rotting institution. The assembly board for NBÚ supervision will now call Miloš Zeman and Vladimír Špidla to explain why they ignored the report from BIS about the state of NBÚ. We can hardly expect anything revealing from them.

Whereas the explanation is simple. Social democrats are fundamentally connected – on many levels – with the exponents of the former regime. These are inherently grown into the system and have built protective mechanisms in security forces. Let us not be deluded into thinking that the situation will change by replacing the NBÚ chiefs. Neither will a dramatic shift in the political scene as a consequence of election results alter much, also for the reason that the whole process started immediately after the revolution, even in its course and before it and this “monster” beneath the waves will probably outlive a different-coloured government. 

A gradual remedy will be brought about only by establishing politically non influential checking mechanisms set precisely against each other, restricting or even preventing the string-pulling. However, at the moment this process lacks political will. For the time being we are at the stage of general uproar.

The Police are acting and what they are doing is extremely unpleasant for the governing party. Fortunately, the ČSSD does not have a lever to stop the mill stones – and that is the best news ever.

